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San Pedro Democratic Club
Minutes for the January 18, 2007 Membership Meeting

Call to order:  Meeting was called to order by President David Greene at 7:08 pm.

Old Business:

· The December Club minutes were approved as read.

· The new club officers present were introduced:  Mr. Neal Kleiner, 2nd VP, Ms. Scotty Butler, Secretary, and Ms. Connie Rutter, Treasurer.  Ms. Julia Parker, 1st VP, was on assignment at the Ponte Vista meeting

New Business:.

· President Greene described the ‘outreach’ planning meeting that was held December 22 and listed several areas that the club might have common ground with groups of various types:  Environmental, Faith based, Labor, and other Political.  We plan, as a club, to invite representatives from the identified groups to meet with us to exchange ideas concerning areas of collaboration.
· From the floor, Ms. Elaine Gismondi requested the clubs attention and assistance with the labor action going on presently with the Vue Project, at 5th and Center.  The project is being run with non-union labor and is being picketed by the Ironworkers Local.  There was a suggestion to move up the ‘labor’ issue just described, from the intended March meeting to the February meeting.

· Endorsement for the LAUSD District 7 School Board seat:  Neal Kleiner represented himself and Mr. David Cooper, campaign manager for Dr. Richard Vladovic, represented his candidate at the meeting.  Mr.Jesus Escandon, the third contender for the position, was not able to make the meeting.  Both Mr. Kleiner and Mr. Cooper made short statements and then engaged in a lively question and answer session with the members.   Before the voting, President Greene outlined the voting eligibility, as written in the By-Laws. All eligible voters present cast ballots.  The result was Kleiner: 20 votes, Vladovic, 2 votes, Escandon: 1 vote, and ‘no endorsement’: 1 vote.  Mr. Kleiner was declared to be endorsed by the club with 83% of the vote.

· From our club outreach efforts, we had speakers from 2 environmental groups:  Mr. Rafael Pizarro, from the Coalition for Clean Air, and Mr. Tom Politeo, from the Sierra Club.  Both gentlemen gave a brief introduction and description of the problem, focusing on the pollution problems in the Port of Los Angeles, followed by a question and answer session from the floor.  Many questions centered on the bill by now State Senator Alan Lowenthal to levy a fee on containers to help pay for pollution reduction.  The original bill was vetoed by Gov. Schwarzenegger, but will be reintroduced this coming session in some form.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm

Attachments:  Minutes from the December 13, 2006 meeting

Agenda for the January Club Meeting

January Club Newsletter








Respectfully Submitted,

A.H. Butler, Club Secretary 

