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San Pedro Democratic Club
Minutes for the March 15th, 2007 Membership Meeting

Call to order:  Meeting was called to order by President David Greene at 7 pm
Attendance:  52 members and guests were signed in.
Announcements:  There is a list of announcements attached.
Old Business:

· The February Club minutes were approved as read.

· The Treasurer’s Report was approved as read.
· Concerning the VUE project:  (see more below under New Business) 

· Due to time constraints, we are continuing to table the motion concerning a letter on Depleted Uranium.  For those who are interested, our club secretary has done a preliminary analysis which is available to club members on request. 

· Our letter writing campaign has shown some promise:  David Greene got a response from Bernard Parks, Jr, son of the councilman.  Envelopes, postcards, and stationary are available at our meetings, along with a list of contact names and addresses
New Business:
· It was moved, seconded and passed that the club send two representatives to the 13th Annual Cesar Chavez Tribute Banquet.  Members to be sent are David Greene and Joe Serrato. 

· Outreach to Labor:

· Recent efforts:  Speakers:  Kevin Kucera from the Machinist Automotive Trades Local spoke on the ConGlobal issue. After intervention by Janice Hahn and the support of the community, especially Alicia Rivera and LAANE, the workers of ConGlobal were able to end the strike and gain their goals.   Larry Henderson, of the IBEW, spoke on the Vue project.  The project is currently 81% union.  The crafts not represented are the electricians, the laborers and the operating engineers.  The union reps were told repeatedly that they had to get in before the project was awarded, but never were given the chance to do it.  The non-union contractors were cheaper but so far, mistakes on the job have cost the project in time and money to re-do.
· Discussion with Labor: Speakers:  Rusty Hicks, County Federation of Labor, Cathy Familathe, Pres. So. Cal. District Council ILWU, Pat McCauly, UTLA, and Jesus Escandon, CTA.  Issues raised were:

· The Federal Employee Free Choice Act and the Patriot Act

· Port security issues and infrastructure

· Reducing the pollution of ships when in port

· Working in coalitions on these and other issues

· Healthcare

· Port truck drivers
· Security officers

· Hotel workers and living wage

· Charter schools and losing members due to charter schools

· Discussion with the Coalition for Clean and Safe Ports:  Speakers: Miguel Lopez, Rev. William Smart and Patty Castellanos.  There will be a rally on March 29th at 6 pm at Neptune Park in Wilmington to publicize the issues involved with port pollution and the truck drivers.  30-40% of the diesel smoke pollution is produced by the trucks at idle.  The representatives of the Coalition expressed the wish that the club become part of the Coalition (to much applause).  At this point it was moved and seconded from the floor that the San Pedro Democratic Club join the Coalition.  The motion carried with no nays. .

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm

                                                                                                                     Respectfully Submitted,

A.H. Butler, Club Secretary 
